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T

he scope of practice of midwifery is to ‘be with women’ throughout the life cycle. Therefore,
midwives need to value and promote midwifery, in its entirety, the science and the art, the practice
and the theory, the research and the knowledge. Every year, for the past thirty-five years, we have
been celebrating the International Day of the Midwife (IDM) on 5 May. On this day, we focus on the role of the
midwives, the relationship of midwives with mothers, the family, and on building lifetime partnerships (The
theme for IDM 2017 is «Midwives, Mothers and Families: Partners for Life!»)1. This year we have a reason for
a double celebration in Europe, with the launch of a new midwifery journal, the European Journal of Midwifery
(EUJM).
There is a need for investment in the European midwifery services and this begins with the professional
and continued education of students2, practicing midwives, academics and researchers. This peer-reviewed
journal will be a useful tool for maternal, child and family-centred, interdisciplinary and multi-sectoral research,
both quantitative and qualitative, as well as a needed channel of communication of information. We envision
this targeted effort will contribute to safe motherhood, improve access to and delivery of women’s healthcare
services, contribute to safeguarding women’s health rights, and promote equality. This journal will aim to
disseminate evidence among midwives and women, but also among other health professionals engaging
in evidence-based interventions and policies. Moreover, the European Journal of Midwifery will provide a
unique opportunity to call attention to women’s health and unite efforts across Europe, to increase uptake of
successful intervention, to accelerate the implementation of evidence-based policy actions, and to increase
awareness and commitment towards improving maternal and perinatal health in Europe.
Women play an irreplaceable role as citizens and mothers, and increasing emphasis has been placed on the
need for prompt, coordinated, and effective response to satisfy priority healthcare needs of the population
with due regard to public health3. In addition, the need for further progress has been recognised, since women
face specific health risks during the perinatal period. Such risks represent concrete challenges, which ought to
be addressed in an interdisciplinary and integrated manner, by well-trained multidisciplinary teams of health
professional experts, since new mothers are characterised by complex physical, psychological and mental
states of health4.
This new journal’s underpinning philosophy lies in the core values and principles of midwifery5: promotion
of rights of women and new borns, gender equality, equity in access to quality care, responsiveness to the
needs of women and their families, effective continuum of care, sustainable approach, promotion of primary
care, multi-sectoral approach, development of partnerships, building upon on existing initiatives and activities
to maximize use of resources and synergies.
The European Journal of Midwifery welcomes the work of researchers examining epidemiological,
educational, managerial and technological facets of practice in women’s health, preconception and perinatal
care, innovation in midwifery, evidence-based midwifery and related policy.
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